PAST UMF EVENTS 2004-2005
UMF Holiday Elves: December, 2005
UMF Orlando helped the “Kids House of Seminole” fundraiser gift-wrap at the Altamonte Springs Mall.  Kids House provides a child friendly facility for information gathering and treatment for victims of abuse.  This was a real fun event that ran all through December where volunteers wrapped gifts and collected the proceeds toward this worthy cause.
In addition, UMF Allentown teamed with the Salvation Army again to assist in a “toy wrapping” event ensuring that all underprivileged children will still be able to look forward to receiving toys for the holidays!
'Secret Angels': December, 2005
UMF reached out to a family of seven in need, and called out to all the 'angels' we could find to help! The young mother – who is suffering from cancer – lives with her husband and three children: a girl age 11, a boy age 7 and a baby boy age 2. The aged grandparents also live with the family.

This family was in need of warm clothes, shoes and food. UMF collected new or gently used clothes and canned or factory sealed foods, and new toys to deliver to the family in time for Christmas.
Food/Clothing Drive: October-November, 2005
UMF assisted the Allentown School District by conducting a food/winter clothing drive for use by children and families in need at the Family Center and the food pantry at Central Elementary School.  The items were collected at the Al-Ahad Islamic Center, and then sorted through and given to the school to be distributed.

Meals On Wheels: Friday, October 14th
We have partnered with Meals on Wheels to sponsor the costs to feed around 400 needy individuals in Seminole county. All we need is a small group of 10 people to help volunteer in on Friday October the 14th between the hours of 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM. Around eight people are needed to prepare and pack the meals and about a couple of people to help with delivery of those meals. 

Church presentation on Islam: Sunday, October 9th 

The United Muslim Foundation is honored to have a special invitation to lead in a discussion on Islam at a church located just west of Disney World on October 9th from 4-6pm. We would like to invite you to help us with this chance to clarify misconceptions about Islam. You will be accompanied by a group we will arrange of a few other intellectuals, since there might be questions posed that are challenging, or can be answered from more than one perspective.

UMF Allentown Memory Walk: Saturday, October 8th 

UMF started a team for the 2005 Memory Walk to raise money for people with Alzheimer’s disease. The walk was held on Saturday, October 8, 2005. The link to our UMF Team Page is: http://lehighvalleymw2005.kintera.org/umf.

'Coins For Katrina'
UMF is collecting 'Coins for Katrina' to help alleviate the suffering of the people affected by this horrible disaster. Your generous donations can be made via credit card or check payable to United Muslim Foundation.

UMF Drive for the hungry in Niger/Mali and India
UMF would like to call out to our members and supporters far and wide to reach into your hearts and help the starving in Mali and Niger and families in need in India, in time for this Ramadhan. 

Niger and Mali are 2nd and 4th poorest countries in the world, respectively. Over 60 percent of the population lives below the poverty line in both countries and agriculture is the main source of a weak economy. Morbidity and mortality rates amongst the vulnerable, especially the young are increasing fast.

Please try to donate as much as you can for EVERY LITTLE COUNTS . You can donate by cash, check (made out to United Muslim Foundation) or credit card and all your tax deductible funds will be sent for the cause you specify (India or Niger/Mali). Please note that donations for India will be collected only through 9/3/05 to make it in time for the Ramadhan distribution. 

UMF Sponsored Iftar at SIJPA: September 3rd
UMF will be sponsoring an iftar insha-Allah on the occasion of Meraj at SIJPA in PA. We request you to join us and pray for the success of UMF in your duas. Ameen.

UMF Fundraiser
UMF Allentown is currently holding our first fundraising competition to raise money for UMF. The 3 members who raise the most money will each get a "Dorney Park & Wildwater Kingdom" admission ticket good for use anytime during the 2005 season.

So go out and talk to people, solicit donations, promote awareness of UMF, and be in the running to win a great prize! All fundraising forms and donations must be collected and submitted by September 20, 2005.

UMF Condemns London Transport System Bombings
The United Muslim Foundation condenms the acts of violence and expresses sincere sorrow on the loss of innocent lives in the aftermath of the blasts in London on July 7th 2005. UMF ehoes the message of Dr. Ahmed Hassam, President of the World Federation who stated: "Our immediate concern is for all those who have been hurt, and for the families and friends of those who have lost their lives. We ask all communities to be united at this tragic time. We need to support each other and stand together against terrorism - because this is an attack on all of us, irrespective of faith, ethnicity or background. We hope the perpetrators are identified and brought to justice quickly" 

Saturday July 23rd - UMF Sponsors Dinner at HIC
UMF sponsored dinner at the Husseini Islamic Center in Sanford on the occasion of the birthday of the Lady of Light Fatema-Zahra (A.S.). 

Sunday July 10th - Allentown Soup Kitchen
Alhumdulillah, the soup kitchen event this past Sunday was a great success and the food was cooked and prepared in a timely manner (and received rave reviews by those attending the soup kitchen!). Thank you very much for spending your time and resources for this event. 

** In addition, Brother Aunali Khaku and Sr. Sajida Bhallo made an excellent presentation about Islam at 10:30 am at the Unitarian Universalist Church on Center St. in Bethlehem. Jazak-Allah Br, Aunali for your continued efforts to clarify misunderstanings and educate people about Islam. 

Aiding Refugee Families: ongoing
Sister Tanveer Walli of Allentown has been working to assist an Uzbekistani Muslim family of four (mother, father, and two girls) who came to the U.S. needed some help as refugees. Many items were collected and continue to be needed such as clothes, food (non-perishable), and furniture (whole beds, sofas, etc.). Over $500 were raised in financial donations, alhamdulil-Lah.

May 2005 - UMF sets up a Basketball Facility to support SIJPA sports
UMF is pleased to be a part of supporting youths in sports. UMF raised money to set up 3 basketball hoops at SIJPA and encourages unity through sports. 

May 1st, 2005 - 9th Annual Islamic Charity Festival
UMF was out there and ready again this year supporting the Tampa Bay Muslim Alliance's 9th Annual Islamic Charity Festival. UMF volunteers travelled from Greater Orlando and Tampa to participate in many charitable ways by helping to provide free food, clothing, toys and games to those in need. The event took place from 10am to 5pm at the Riverfront Park in Tampa, FL. Jazak-Allah to all our dedicated volunteers who came so far to make this event successful. A Special Heartfelt thanks to Sr. Layla Faiz who put so much of effort into the event to make it a success. 

April 30th, 2005 - Muslim Women's Unity and Miladun Nabi Banquet
UMF was pleased to attend and help to gather momentum for Islamic communities around Florida to come and celebrate the birthday of our Holy Prophet Mohammed's Birthday hosted by the Assadiq Islamic Educational Foundation in 831 E. Palmetto Parkway, Boca Raton, Florida. The ladies event on raising children as well as the banquet at the Marriot with guest speaker William Baker, Muslim Chanter Al Hajj Osama al Attar, Allah made me funny stand up comedians and the Lebanese ambassador Dr. Ali al Ajami were phenomenal in the way they resonated the message of unity and brought people from different backgrounds together in the spirit of Islam.

April 10th. 2005 - Charity Fundraising Dinner
UMF was represented at theTampa Bay Muslim Allaince dinner amongst other dignitaries who attended on Sunday April 10th 2005 at the Embassy Suites, USF on Fowler Ave Tampa, FL. The event was held to raise money for the 2004 Tampa Charity festival.

March 6th, 2005 - Caring for the Elderly
UMF organized a ladies volunteer group for a visit to spend time with two Muslim seniors who are in a nursing home. By spending a few hours of their time this weekend, volunteers helped to put a smile on the faces of a few elderly patients by telling them the latest stories, taking them a bite to eat and just giving them something to laugh about. 

If you could not make it this weekend but would like to participate in this event on any other weekend, please let us know and we will arrange it God willing. Don't forget that you can always make a difference wherever you are just with a smile and a helping hand for the elderly you see around you :) 

March 5th, 2005 - Caring for the Elderly
UMF organized a male volunteers group for a visit to spend time with a Muslim senior who has just undergone heart surgery and has lost his loved ones recently. By spending a few hours of their time this weekend, volunteers helped to comfort an elderly patient by telling him the latest stories, taking him a bite to eat and just giving him something to laugh about.

March 2nd, 2005 - Multicultural Fair UMF/SCC MSA booth
UMF in conjunction with SCC MSA hosted a table for a Multicultural Fair at the Lake Mary Campus from 9 a.m to 3 p.m to raise awareness of Islam. Attendance soared as interested bypassers stopped to pick a bite of the tasty treats reflective of the various cultures of Islam and to learn more about Muslims. Free copies of the Holy Qur'an and leaflets were distributed.

Febuary 2005 - Aiding Afghani Refugees
UMF collected prayer mats and beads as well as other necessities for Afghani refugees in need living in the Tampa area. 

Febuary 14th, 2005 - Peace and Love In Islam UMF/SCC MSA booth
UMF in conjunction with SCC MSA hosted a table on Valentine's Day at the Lake Mary Campus from 9 a.m to 3 p.m to raise awareness of Peace and Love in Islam and get some donations for Red Cross/ Red Crescent. There were plenty of goodies at the table where volunteers helped to clear misconceptions about Islam and simply had a good time!

January 2005 - Tsunami Relief Appeal
The United Muslim Foundation sent over $6000 for Tsunami relief to the Red Cross and Islamic Refief. We would like to thank all those who contibuted to help the disaster victims with an open heart. Jazak-Allahu Khairan. 

January 20th, 2005 - Culinary Extravaganza - UMF Food Fundraiser to aid Tsunami victims (Allentown, PA.) 

This event was a food fundraiser at the Al-Ahad Islamic Center and all of the money raised went towards the Tsunami victims of Southeast Asia. There was a great turnout of people ready to taste the cullianary delights and open up their appetities and pockets to this worthy cause. UMF would like to thank SIJPA for partnering up with us on this event and helping to make it a huge success. 

January 2005 - United Muslim Foundation's Eid Drive For Local Needy Muslims (Orlando, FL.) 

The United Muslim Foundation collected brand new clothes and toys for a 5 year old boy in a needy Muslim family as well as money for medicine and grocery vouchers for 2 needy Muslim families in Orlando in an effort to give them the gift of a joyful Eidul Adha. 

Over $500 worth of gifts were given to the families , but their greatest gift this Eid was knowing that there are caring Muslims out there who are always read to help! 

December 4-22, 2004 - Habitat for Humanity Gift Wrapping (Sanford, FL) 

The United Muslim Foundation volunteers helped wrap gifts and raise money for Habitat for Humanity. Muslims who showed up helped demonstrate the care and concern for those who are desparately in need of homes. Volunteers were able to attend and work the gift wrapping booth in the Seminole Town Center Mall in Sanford between 6:00 pm and 9:00 pm anytime from December 4th to December 22nd.

December 11, 2004 - Holiday Party for Foster Children (Kissimmee, FL)
UMF volunteers played games, cooked and served food for the children at a foster home in Kissimmee from 10:30 am to 2:00 pm.

December 11, 2004 - Toy Wrapping (Allentown, PA)
Once again UMF teamed up with the Salvation Army to assist in this wonderful cause - to ensure that all underprivileged children would be able to look forward to receiving toys for the holidays! The "Toy Wrapping" took place on Saturday, December 11th from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Salvation Army at 8th and Turner Street in Allentown, PA. 

December 25, 2004 - Christmas Morning Cheer (Apopka, FL)
UMF volunteers served breakfast to boys ages 12 to 17 at an intervention services center in Apopka from 7:00 am to 9:30 am. Their time spent went a long way to the children in making a world of difference!

November 20-21, 2004 - Eid Carnival (Orlando, FL) 

The United Muslim Foundation was proud to be the co-sponsor of the annual Eid Carnival where Muslims and non-Muslims from the whole region were able to come together for two days of games, food and rides. UMF volunteers were there to manage some of the rides and concessions stands.

November 10, 2004 - Sav-A-Child Donations (Orlando, FL)
The United Muslim Foundation was pleased to be able to assist Sav-A-Child in collecting donations for needy children. UMF collected clothes, shoes, toys, and infant care items to benefit children that can really use them.

November 7, 2004 - Ramadhan Member Appreciation Iftar (Orlando, FL)
The directors of UMF hosted an iftar during Ramadhan especially for all UMF Members and their families. During the year, our Members volunteered to help feed the hungry in soup kitchens, cheer up the disabled in nursing homes, and many other worthwhile activities as detailed under "Past Events". UMF honored its valuable Members who have done so much to make UMF a success. We appreciate all our Members in both the Orlando and Allentown areas.

October 31, 2004 - Ramadhan Member Appreciation Iftar (Allentown, PA)
The directors of UMF hosted an iftar during Ramadhan especially for all UMF Members and their families. During the year, our Members volunteered to help feed the hungry in soup kitchens, cheer up the disabled in nursing homes, and many other worthwhile activities as detailed under "Past Events". UMF honored its valuable Members who have done so much to make UMF a success. We appreciate all our Members in both the Orlando and Allentown areas.

October 24, 2004 - Soup Kitchen (Allentown, PA)
UMF worked with the Salvation Army in Allentown to volunteer in their soup kitchen preparing our own foods and take those in to feed to about 75 hungry people. 

October 2, 2004 - Hurricane Charley Cleanup/Recovery
In conjunction with Hands on Orlando, UMF volunteers were asked to help with cleanup and recovery efforts from 10:30 AM to 1:30 PM. UMF volunteers were urged to help after Florida was devastated by Hurricane Charley.

September 11, 2004 - Volunteer Fair 

UMF and the Center for Peace are coordinating a Volunteer Fair in which many volunteer organizations are invited to set up tables where they can offer information about their organizations and sign up new volunteers. We expect 30 to 40 organization such as the Red Cross, Hands on Orlando, etc. We encourage the Orlando community to attend this event and learn what they can do to help others. You're sure to find a cause or organization that you will enjoy being a part of! The Volunteer Fair will be held at the MECCA Center (1021 N. Goldenrod Road, Orlando) from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 

August 29, 2004 - Soup Kitchen (Allentown, PA)
UMF was blessed with another wonderful opportunity to go out into the community and demonstrate to everyone the true meaning and spirit of the Muslim faith on the birthday of Imam Ali (A.S.). UMF worked with the Salvation Army in Allentown to volunteer in their soup kitchen preparing our own foods and take those in to feed to the people. 

August 18, 2004 - Blood Drive (Allentown, PA)
A training session was set for us at the Miller Memorial Blood Center for Wednesday, August 18th from 9:00am to 12:30pm. The training sessions are generally about three to three and a half hours and during that time we are taken on a tour of their facility, get picture id’s taken, and go over the manual and training which includes going over policies and guidelines. We also see a short video and will have a discussion about it afterwards. 

June/July 2004 - Collection of School Supplies and Clothing for Children
UMF collected donations of school supplies and clothing for children in need at Midway Elementary School. The following is from a letter dated May 5, 2004 that we received from Midway Elementary School for the clothing drive we arranged earlier this year:

"To the United Muslim Foundation, We cannot thank your organization enough for your generous donations to Midway Elemntary School. Your support to our students is so important and really makes a difference in their academics and social development. The clothing that you donated will be used to benefit our students. Once again thank you for your support and we appreciate your donations. Sincerely, Sharon D. Tanner, Principal."

June/July 2004 - Canned Food Drive
The canned food drive is an effort to help replenish pantry supplies at masjid Rahim and the Community Thrift and Food Pantry Center located near Masjid Al-Rahman in Orlando who provide food for the needy.

Summer 2004 - Volunteering at Pediatric Unit of Lehigh Valley Hospital
UMF in Allentown planned their first event which consisted of having UMF volunteers helping out at the Pediatric Unit at Lehigh Valley Hospital (On Cedar Crest and I-78), helping to take care of, read to, and play with the children that are there. An orientation was held with LVH on Thursday, May 27th, at 2:00pm to give us a tour of the area and explain to us our role as volunteers. 

July 10, 2004 - Birthday Party for Homeless Children
Every child deserves to have a happy birthday. We helped throw a party for homeless boys and girls. Around 50 kids attended the party. Through the Coalition for the Homeless and along with Hands On Orlando, UMF volunteers were there. We decorated, played games with kids, and handed out presents, cake and drinks. It was a lot of fun.

June 26-29, 2004 - Library Convention
A warm and hearty thank you to all our volunteers who on a last minute notice helped out at the Tahrike Tarsile Qur'an (TTQ) booth at the American Library Association Convention. It was truly a wonderful learning experience and as one volunteer e-mailed "Everything went great!! I got a chance to meet people from all over the world! It was an amazing experience..." Brother Aunali Khalfan of TTQ was very thankful for all your help in reaching out to non-Muslims to help them get more information on Islam, and in distributing Qur'ans at the convention.

June 19, 2004 - 'Spirit to Care'
The United Muslim Foundation worked with Hands on Orlando on the 'Spirit to Care' event held on Saturday June 19th at Westminister Care in Orlando, Florida. We urge volunteers to participate and help brighten the lives of seniors and children with disabilities.

June 11, 2004 - American Cancer Society Relay for Life (Allentown, PA)
Relay For Life represents the hope that those lost to cancer will never be forgotten, that those who face cancer will be supported, and that one day, cancer will be eliminated. The United Muslim Foundation is proud to participate in the Relay for Life and also raise donations for the American Cancer Society.

May 8, 2004 - Birthday Party for Homeless Children
Every child deserves to have a happy birthday. On May 8th we helped throw a party for homeless boys and girls. Around 50 kids attended the party. Through the Coalition for the Homeless and along with Hands On Orlando, UMF volunteers were there. We decorated, played games with kids, and handed out presents, cake and drinks. It was a lot of fun. This was a wonderful way to celebrate the birthday of Prophet Mohammed (peace be upon him).

April 30, 2004 - UMF Logo Competition
We would like to thank everyone who participated in our logo competition. Participants submitted logo designs or ideas for us to use on our web site, literature, and promotional materials. We were surprised at the number of submissions we received from outside of the Orlando area. We had many submissions from Allentown, PA. The selected logo was developed by Sukaina Khimjee in Tanzania. The award is $100.00. The logo competition was sponsored by Aladdin's Cafe in Casselberry. Contact Aladdin's for the finest authentic Middle Eastern cuisine in Central Florida. They can be reached at 407-331-0488 and are located at 1015 E. Semoran Blvd. in Summit Plaza.

April 3, 2004 - Orlando Spring Fiesta Outreach Opportunity
The United Muslim Foundation participated in the Orlando Spring Fiesta at Lake Eola on Saturday April 3rd from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM. Our volunteers helped greet people, hand out free Qurans and brochures, apply henna for those interested, and tell people about Islam. The response was wonderful, everybody had a great time, and most importantly many non-Muslims learned something about Islam.

March 21, 2004 - Collection for Sickle Cell Anemia (Allentown, PA)
The United Muslim Foundation raised money for a child who is undergoing treatment for sickle cell anemia in New York. We hope to continue to raise funds and appreciate any donations for this cause.

March 21, 2004 - 8th Annual Tampa Bay Charity Festival
We participated in the 8th Annual Islamic Charity festival where the Muslims of Tampa Bay feed 5000 hungry people (Feed the hungry and the less fortunate in the community) donate 2000 toys, give free medical tests, free clothes and entertain the children with games and clowns, in true Islamic Spirit. Everything was free to all attendees on this day! The event was held at Riverside Park (1111 N. Blvd., Tampa, FL 33607) from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. Many community leaders were in attendance (ie. Congressman Jim Davis and former USF President Betty Castor). The Jaffari Islamic Center had requested our help in transporting supplies and people interested in attending this event. We were happy to offer our help in organizing transportation.

February 15 thru March 15, 2004 - Clothes & Cell Phone Drive
The United Muslim Foundation became aware of two public schools in poor communities within the Orlando area in which there is a need for childrens clothing. We worked with local Mosques to set up collections of childrens clothes. The UMF arranged for pick up and delivery of these donations. We also collected used cell phones for a local women's program for use in emergency situations.

March 6, 2004 - Rescue Mission 'Feed the Needy'
From 10:30 am to 1:30 pm, our volunteers were working at a Sanford shelter to serve food, wash dishes, and clean up for those in need. We are thankful to all our volunteers for doing their part to help others.

February 21, 2004 - 'Spirit to Care'
The United Muslim Foundation was the project leader for the Hands on Orlando/Center for Peace 'Spirit to Care' event held on Saturday February 21st at Westminister Care in Orlando, Florida. We urged volunteers to participate and help brighten the lives of seniors and children with disabilities.

