PAST UMF EVENTS 2006-2007
Community Eid Picnic 

UMF, along with several other organizations, co-sponsored this Community Eid Picnic to celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr after a successful month of fasting and spritual re-energization. The picnic was held at Bill Frederick Park and featured food, games, prizes, and a family friendly atmosphere. Masha'Allah, about 600 people attended this event. 

UMF Allentown Book Sale 
UMF Allentown initiated its 1st Islamic book sale during the month of Ramadhan. Stalls were setup and books were available at the Al-Ahad Islamic Center and at MALV. By purchasing these books, people were able to educate their children about Islam in a fun way as well as support the United Muslim Foundation in its mission to promote unity, education and humanity. 

Humanitarian Day 

This 1st annual Humanitarian Day event was held in Philadelphia, PA on September 30th, 2007 with a purpose to serve and provide 1,000 homeless individuals with food, clothing, medical aid, and social services. UMF co-sponsored and volunteered at the event, which was spearheaded by Islamic Relief & the ILM Foundation. 

Bowls for the Hungry 

On October 25th, UMF volunteers made bowls for the hungry at the Annual 2nd Harvest Food Banks "Empty Bowls" Event. The event was held at the Art Studios of Lake Mary and was a great opportunity to join in a "family friendly event" while, at the same time, helping to do something good for the homeless. 

Interfaith Iftar (Allentown) 

On September 16th, 2007, UMF members attended the annual Interfaith "Iftar" Dinner celebrating the breaking of the Ramadan fast. The event was hosted by the Lehigh Dialogue Center, and invited members from different communities and religions to come together and share the meal. The event featured speeches by Muslim, Christian, and Jewish speakers and concluded with the recitation of the "adhan" - call to prayer - and the Iftar dinner. 

Intrafaith Iftar (Orlando) 

UMF's first intra-faith iftar held on September 22nd was a huge success, with attendance by over 300 people from masjids all over Orlando, Masha'Allah. Muslims prayed and shared a delicious iftar together in a spirit of unity and brotherhood. 

Foster Collection 

UMF organized a drive to collect clothes and school supplies for local foster children. Donations were accepted until August 20th. 

Muslim/Christian Youth Interfaith 

UMF, in conjunction with the HIC, invited youths of all ages to attend this special event on July 20, in which we all learned from one another and got to share our experiences on being a Muslim with our Christian friends. Discussions on the evolution of Islam and Christianity in the modern Internet era, Mehndi/Henna applications, and food and games were all a part of this exciting event. 

Girls Night 

On July 20th, Muslim girls of the community enjoyed a fun-filled night at the Al-Ahad Islamic Center in Allentown, PA, while getting to know each other through various games and activities. The theme of the meeting was "Health and beauty in Islam" and featured a number of workshops geared towards that topic. 

UMF Muslim/Christian Interfaith 

On July 19th, UMF and HIC co-hosted a Christian/Muslim youth interfaith which was attended by more than 65 people. After sharing beliefs with each other and drawing on the many things Islam and Christianity have in common, youths enjoyed table tennis, henna application, mosaics, making momentos of the event and delicious food and comraderie. The event ended with the special Muslim Friday sermon and congregational prayer. 

Kids House 

On Sat. July 14th, UMF volunteers got together at Kids House of Seminole County ready to host a party for abused children. Volunteers -both children and adults, set up and had fun with a bouncehouse, crafts, facepainting, waterballoons and more, as the guests enjoyed popcorn and delicious Cold Stone Cremary icecream. A special thank you to all of you for sticking it out through the rain and to our junior volunteers for sharing their joyful spirits with these children. 

UMF's First Muslim Youth Networking BBQ 

United Muslim Foundation invited all Muslim youths to our first ever Muslim Youth Networking Bar-B-Q which featured an Iron Chef Cookoff. This event was the brainchild of and was co-sponsored by Br. Abdullah Zeini and the 'Yoot Group'. The BBQ cookoff was a good way to relax post-exams, have some fun and network with youths from other Muslim communities around Orlando. The event was held on Friday May 18th and was open to youths ages 35 and under. 

UMF Fights MS 

On May 6th, UMF helped fight against the devastating effects of 'MS' (Multiple Sclerosis) by volunteering at the Rose Garden Pavilions in Allentown, PA. Volunteers were needed to help set-up, check in walkers, provide relief at rest stops, hand out prizes, count money, cheer on participants and much more! 

UMF's PA Walk America Team 

On April 29th, Team UMF walked in the March of Dimes WalkAmerica event to raise money to help all babies be born healthy. The walk was 5 miles and all members enjoyed the wonderful weather and the great cause. A total of $551 was raised for the March of Dimes by Team UMF. 

Camelot for Children 

On April 28th, UMF volunteers had a great day spending time with the kids at Camelot for Children in Allentown. You could see the smile on these kids' faces and see how much they appreciated our time. The mission of Camelot for Children, Inc., a non-profit organization, is to be a gathering place for seriously, chronically and terminally ill, handicapped or disabled children and to provide opportunities for these children to interact with each other in a home setting. 

UMF and UF 

UMF was proud to be a sponsor of the University of Florida alumni event on April 18th to bring forth the idea to begin a Center for Near and Middle East Studies at UF. This center would integrate various aspects of culture, history, language and current issues and help the students who graduate from the program gain a wealth of information on the near and middle East, not only by learning from distinguished professors in the field but also by gaining exposure to the local people in the near and middle east through possible travel abroad and exchange programs. The event was attended by many Muslims and non-Muslims and the audience had the pleasure of hearing from Professor Hamid Mavani who spoke on "Muslims in the American Mosaic". 

CAIR Community Picnic 

On April 16th, about 500 members of the central Florida Muslim community gathered for CAIR-Orlando's annual picnic. Picnickers were able to receive free legal advice on immigration issues, test their Islamic knowledge, play games and take part in other recreational activities. UMF volunteers were at hand to help register new members and monitor and help children at the bouncehouse. They had the pleasure of meeting new people and enjoyed the delicious food and fun participating in Islamic Jeopardy. 

UMF Supports Local Mosque hit by Arson 

UMF Directors visited the Islamic Education Center and their Managing Committee to discuss how UMF can help the Tampa mosque that was set on flames April 12th. The mosque was not insured. "While CAIR has already stepped up to the plate UMF plans to support the mosque financially, and target the mosque's zip code to deliver information about the mosque's destruction as well as information on Islam. This will help to open up a channel for the general population in the area to voice their comments on the arson, donate toward the mosque and have the opportunity to learn more about Islam and clarify any misconceptions they may have." said President Masuma Virji. If you would like to donate toward the mosque, please mail your tax-deductible contributions to UMF and make sure to mark your cause on the check. 

MSA East Zone Conference 

On April 6th-8th, UMF volunteers set up a booth at the MSA East Zone Conference and networked with varous local Muslim organizations and individuals. The theme of the conference was 'Renewing Hope, Seeking God, Serving Society.' Many students attended from all over the country and heard speakers like Imam Zaid Shakir and were entertained by Baba Ali and a magic show performance. 

Kitchen Clean-Up with Meals on Wheels! 

On March 14th, UMF worked with Meals on Wheels to help clean up and organize their kitchen. Work included moving cooking equipment and ensuring that the facility was clean, as well as cleaning and organizing a large freezer on site. 

Bringing Cheer to the Sick 

On March 13th and 15th, UMF provided transport to a group of volunteers who visited a man at the hospital and an elderly woman in a nursing home. A happy disposition and a prayerful heart shared the warmth of our volunteers in these events. 

Sharing and Caring in Unity 

On Febuary 17th, Members of United Muslim Foundation, Mumtaz Foundation and Madrasah Orlando joined Hands on Orlando to help cheer up the disabled and elderly at Westminster Care. Adults and Children alike found the volunteering experience deeply rewarding. Children joyfully sang songs and painted residents' nails while the adults enjoyed cheering up old, blind, young and disabled residents as they interacted, conversed and laughed with them. 

A Time of Giving 

United Muslim Foundation donated $2000 to the Grand Avenue Primary Learning Center, located in the heart of downtown Orlando. The school serves the Holden Heights community, which is comprised of low-to-moderate cost homes, subsidized apartments and a housing project. The school provides services for Educable Mentally Handicapped (EMH), Specific Learning Disabled (SLD), English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), as well as Speech and Language therapy. The money donated by UMF was used to purchase students and their families food, basic living supplies like shoes and toothbrushes and presents for he Holidays. 

UMF Teams up with Habitat for Humanity and Salvation Army in the Holiday Spirit 

UMF Volunteers faithfully attended as always, the Habitat for Humanity Gift Wrap at the Seminole Towne Center this Holiday Season in FL. Our group this year was a robust round of 5 young men, who buckled up their sleeves and set to work, helping to bring in money to build homes for those in need. And in PA, United Muslim Foundation teamed up once again with the Salvation Army in PA to assist in a wonderful cause -- to ensure that all underprivileged children and their families would be able to look forward to receiving toys for the holidays. Volunteers worked for three days to help put many smiles on the face of dozens of eager children. 

2nd Muslim Girls Night 

The second Muslim Girls Night was held on Friday, December 8th, 2006 at 6:00pm at the MALV Center. Topics of discussion included hijab, as well as the book "Angels and Demons" by Dan Brown. 

Habitat Gift Wrap 

UMF volunteers participated in the Habitat for Humanity gift wrapping event which took place on 10/3/06 from 10am - 2pm at Seminole Towne Center. The event was a great success and lots of fun for the volunteers! 

1st Muslim Girls Night 

This program was open for all Muslim girls in the Lehigh Valley between the ages of 12 – 26, with a goal to promote unity among Muslims and provide a forum to interact with one another and discuss pressing issues. The first meeting was held on Friday, September 22nd, 2006 at 7:00pm in the Madressa Hall of the Al-Ahad Islamic Center 

Muslim Day at Six Flags Great Adventure 

UMF provided transportation to attend Muslim Day at Six Flags Great Adventure on Friday September 15th, 2006. Unfortunately, the event was rained out, however those who went did get to drive through the Six Flags Safari and will be able to use the tickets they purchased to attend the park on any other day the park is open until the end of this season. 

9/11 Commemorative 

A commemorative was held at Wesley United Methodist Church in Bethlehem, PA on Monday, September 11th, and was organized by an interfaith group to reflect on the tragedy of 9/11 and to understand different perspectives as we grow together. UMF was included in pre-planning activities and attended the event. 

MALV Community Fair 

UMF provided advice and volunteers to help out at the MALV Community Fair on August 19th in Whitehall, PA which was organized with the intent to raise money for expansion of the center's parking lot. Alhamdulillah, many people came for the event which was a great success and a lot of fun! 

National Emergency March 

UMF provided transportation for volunteers to attend the National Emergency March held on August 12 in Orlando with the intent to stand up for innocent victims and help stop the war in the Middle East. 

Prayer for Peace 

UMF, in conjunction with American Peace Foundation, CAIR Florida, and the Muslim Student Association of UCF hosted a "Prayer for Peace" on August 18th in the hope for an end to the destruction of innocent lives in the Middle-East. The event was hosted at the University of Central Florida. 

UMF - HOO Sunday Supper 

UMF volunteered for a Sunday Supper on August 27th from 3:30-7:30pm by helping to cook and serve dinner to residents of Hubbard House, which is a home away from home for families who have a loved one in the hospital. The project was managed and supported by Hands On Orlando. 

CAIR Community Picnic 

On Sunday July 30th, CAIR jointly hosted a 1st annual community picnic for youths and their families from 12–5 pm at Turkey Lake Park in Orlando for a day full of fun, sports, games and food. 

Salvation Army Soup Kitchen 
On July 9th, UMF volunteers generously betook themselves to a hot stove, clanking pots and chopping vegetables as they set to work preparing a feast for the hungry. UMF President, Masuma Virji attended the event and was introduced by Deacon John Weaver to the congregation. She was given the opportunity to talk about UMF and say a few words before lunch was served. Thank you to all the generous donors and kind volunteers who made this event possible - May God reward you plentifully! 

Dialog on "Shias, Sunnis, and Politics in Iraq" 

United Muslim Foundation arranged for volunteers and transportation to the above event in New York which was organized by Independent Viewpoints and co-sponsored by UMF. The event included a panelist discussion amongst both Shia and Sunni speakers, and the feature address was given by Dr. Noam Chomsky. 

MALV Fundraising Event 

UMF encouraged unity in the community by advertising and attending the Garage and Bake Sale event that was held to raise money for the parking lot expansion project for the MALV mosque in Whitehall, PA. 

Helping Out at the Homeless Shelter 

UMF Orlando honored the life of our Holy Prophet by following in his footsteps to help the homeless children on Saturday April 8th in the month of Rabi-ul Awwal from 9:45am - noon with Hands on Orlando as part of our ongoing effort to Clarify Misconceptions and Serve Humanity. 

Carnival Fundraiser 

UMF Allentown held a fundraising carnival honoring the life of the Prophet Muhammad (SAWW) on April 23rd at Timbertown Park, PA. to help the survivors of the Pakistan Earthquake and to celebrate the life and message of our Holy Prophet. Alhamdulillah, the turnout was good, the event was a great success and over $4,000 was raised for this noble cause.

